TENSES IN ENGLISH

	TENSES
	FORMS
	USES
	EXAMPLES

	Present Simple
	+  -s in 3rd person singular
-   don’t / doesn’t  verb (base)

?   Do/Does  subject  verb (base)
	· Habits and routines

· Things that are always true

· Timetables  (future)
	· I go to the dentist twice a year

· The sun rises in the east

· The plane leaves at half past six



	Present Continuous
	+  am/is/are   verb (-ing)
-   am not/isn’t/aren’t  verb (-ing)

?  Am/Is/Are  subject  verb(-ing)
	· Things that are happening now or around now
· Temporary situations

· Fixed arrangements in the future
	· We are studying Chinese this year
· We are staying with some friends until we find a house to buy

· We are getting married in June


	Present Perfect Simple
	+  have/has   past participle
-  haven’t/hasn’t   past participle
?  Have/Has  subject  past participle
	· Actions/Situations which started in the past and continue in the present
· Actions that happened at an indefinite time in the past

· Actions which have a consequence in the present

· Emphasis on the number (production)
	· I’ve lived in Madrid for six years
· I’ve been to Paris twice

· I’ve broken my leg

· She’s written two novels and six biographies

	Present Perfect Continuous
	+  have/has been   verb(-ing)
-   haven’t/hasn’t been   verb(-ing)

?  Have/Has  subject been verb(-ing)
	· Emphasis on the activity 

· Emphasis on a repeated action
· Emphasis on the time


	· She has been living with us, but she usually lives with her cousin Sylvia
· They have been hammering all afternoon

· I’ve been staying in a hotel for nearly three months

	Past Simple
	+  verb(-ed) /irregular verbs
-   didn’t  verb(base)

?  Did  subject  verb(base)
	· Actions finished at a definite time in the past

	· They came to visit us in 2007


	Past Continuous
	+  was/were  verb(-ing)
-   wasn’t/weren’t  verb(-ing)

?  Was/Were  subject  verb(-ing)
	· Actions in progress at a certain time in the past

	· We were jogging in the park when it started raining


	Past Perfect Simple
	+  had  past participle
-  hadn’t  past participle

?  Had  subject  past participle
	· Actions which happened before another action in the past

	· The movie had started by the time we walked into the theatre


	Past Perfect Continuous
	+  had been  verb(-ing)
-   hadn’t been   verb(-ing)

?  Had  subject  been verb(-ing)
	· Actions which were in progress before another action in the past started
	· By the time I got to the restaurant she had been waiting for more than an hour

	Future Simple
	+  will  verb(base)
-   won’t  verb(base)

?  Will  subject  verb(base)
	· Simple predictions
· Decisions made at the moment of speaking
	· Cars will fly in 2020
· Oh, it’s so stuffy here!  I’ll open the window

	Future “going to”
	+  am/is/are  going to  verb(base)

-  am not/isn’t/aren’t going to verb
?  Am/Is/Are  subject  going to verb
	· Predictions based on evidence
· Plans and intentions
	· Look at those clouds;  it is going to rain
· We are going to travel to China this summer

	Future Perfect 
	+  will have  past participle
-   won’t have  past participle

?  Will  subject have  past participle
	· Actions finished by a certain time in the future 


	· I will have finished my studies by June 2009



	Future Continuous
	+  will be  verb (-ing)

-   won’t   be  verb (-ing)

?  Will  subject be  verb (-ing)
	· Actions in progress at  a certain time in the future 


	· In ten years’ time I will be working with the best actors in Bollywood.  ;)



ACTIVE AND PASSIVE FORMS IN ENGLISH

	
	ACTIVE
	PASSIVE

	Present Simple
	Mail carriers deliver letters every two days

They record music at the studio
	Letters are delivered every two days

Music is recorded at the studio



	Present Continuous
	They are building a school near the hospital

They are searching all the cars that want to cross the border
	A school is being built near the hospital

All the cars that want to cross the border are being searched


	Present Perfect
	They have stolen a priceless painting
They have arrested more than a hundred Thai protesters
	A priceless painting has been stolen
More than a hundred Thai protesters have been arrested


	Past Simple
	Columbus discovered America
The terrorist wrote the threats
	America was discovered by Columbus
The threats were written by the terrorist



	Past Continuous
	They were cleaning the car
They were questioning the prisoners
	The car was being cleaned
The prisoners were being questioned


	Past Perfect
	Someone had stolen the jewels
	The jewels had been stolen


	Future Simple
	Someone will send a rocket to Pluto
	A rocket will be sent to Pluto


	Future “going to”
	They are going to rebuild the hospital
	The hospital is going to be rebuilt


	Future Perfect
	They will have finished the project by then
	They project will have been finished by then



