SKILL WORKSHEET 1

> Reading

‘Who, Sir? Me, Sir?’

K. M. Peyton

‘It was Sam Sylvester, a teacher at Hawkwood School, who started the trouble. Just along the road from Hawkwood there was another school called Greycoats. Parents paid a lot of money to send their children to Greycoats, and the children were clean and tidy, wore expensive clothes, and did well in examinations.

At Hawkwood the parents did not pay any money and the children were much better at fighting than passing examinations. They were happy about that. Passing examinations meant hard work, and who wanted to study every evening?

But Sam Sylvester was worried about the difference between the two schools. He wanted Hawkwood to be as good as Greycoats, and he was always telling his class to work harder, to try and make a better life for themselves.

‘That’s the trouble with you lot,’ he said to his class one day. ‘You don’t care about anything. … I want you to have ambition. To do things. To want things.’ …

But Mr Sylvester’s class don’t really know what they want except for one boy who wants to go to a football match and one girl who wants to ride a horse in the Olympic Games.

So Mr Sylvester devises a plan to show the children at Hawkwood that they can have the same ambitions as the boys and girls at Greycoats.

On Monday morning Sam’s class listened with open mouths as Sam told them his news.

‘Now listen carefully, because this is very important. I want to show everybody that Hawkwood School is just as good as Greycoats. Some people think that my plan is impossible, but I know we can do it. We’re going to enter a tetrathlon* team against the Greatcoat’s team, and I’ve promised we will beat them. The competition is next summer so we have got almost a year to get ready. It just needs hard work. And four people in the team.’ Sam said the parents liked the idea.

*tetrathlon
=
running, swimming, shooting and riding

1. What is the main difference between Hawkwood School and Greycoats?

2. What, according to the extract, is the difference between the pupils?

3. What does the teacher, Mr Sylvester, consider to be the one defining fact that separates the two schools? Do you think he is right? (Give your reasons.)

4. This novel is set in a multi-racial, inner-city school where many of the pupils come from relatively poor families. Do you think ambition alone will help them?

5. What difficulties do you think the Hawkwood pupils encounter in their training?

6. Why do you think the parents like the idea?

7. Who do you think eventually wins, and why?

8. In your opinion, are inter-school competitions a good idea? (Give reasons.)

> Writing

9. Write your opinion of this statement.

Passing exams is the only way to get a good job. I agree/disagree with this idea because …

SKILL WORKSHEET 2

> Reading

This extract is from a book written in 1935 by E.N. da Andrade and Julian Huxley, called Earth and Man. As you can see, concern about the environment is not new. In 1935, when there was a serious economic depression, and Europe was getting ready to go into a second world war, people were worried about the effect of cutting down too many trees.

Deforestation

The cutting down of forests may also be very bad for the soil. Where hills or mountains are covered with trees, the water that falls as rain cannot run off quickly. The shade of the trees prevents it evaporating quickly and the soil holds it like a sponge, allowing it to trickle down gradually. But if the forests are cut down, the soil is no longer protected by their foliage nor held together by their roots, and after a time it is washed away. Then when rain falls, there is nothing to hold it back and it all runs off quickly, eroding the surface still further, and pouring down to the lowlands in torrents. Even if exactly the same amount of rain as before falls on the hills they will now be dry and barren. And instead of the lowlands receiving a steady supply of water in the streams and rivers from the hills, most of the water will come down in the form of dangerous floods, while the rest of the time there will be too little water.

1. What do these words mean in your language?


1
soil
6
lowlands


2
shade
7
barren


3
foliage
8
streams


4
sponge
9
torrents


5
erosion
10
floods

2. This warning was given in 1935. Are there areas in your country where this has actually happened? Describe what has happened in your own words and say what the effects have been.

3. Do you think it is now too late for us to do anything about deforestation? Give your reasons.

4. In your opinion, do you think the government of a country should try to prevent industries from polluting the environment?

5. What can we do to help educate less developed nations about the dangers to the environment?

> Writing

6. What can you do to help protect the area you live in?

SKILL WORKSHEET 3

> Reading

Friends

by Elizabeth Jennings

I fear it is very wrong of me

And yet I must admit,

When someone offers friendship

I want the whole if it.

I don’t want everybody else

To share my friends with me.

At least, I want one special one,

Who, indisputably,

Likes me much more than all the rest,

Who’s always on my side,

Who never cares what others say,

Who lets me come and hide

Within his shadow, in his house –

It doesn’t matter where –

Who lets me simply be myself,

Who’s always, always there.

1. Read the poem above. Can you understand what the poet is trying to say about friendship? Do you agree with her?

2. Why does the poet say she doesn’t want everybody else to share her friend with her?

3. Do you think a friend should always be on your side – in any situation?

4. Do you agree that a good friend is someone who lets you ‘be yourself’?

> Writing

5. Now answer A or B.


A
If you have a ‘best friend’ now, describe that person and say why he or she is your very best friend.


B
If you used to have a best friend but you are not good friends now, describe what happened to break up the friendship and why.

SKILL WORKSHEET 4

> Reading

The Animals of Aesop

Aesop was a Greek writer who lived more than 2,500 years ago. The stories that he wrote are called fables. Each of Aesop’s fables has a moral or a lesson we can learn from. Fables are never about true events, but they can tell us things about ourselves. Aesop wrote many fables about animals that talked and acted like humans. Most people like reading stories about animals, and when they can see themselves in them they enjoy the stories even more.

In one of Aesop’s fables, an old man owned a monkey. The man was very fond of the monkey, who was very clever. The old man loved to sit in the garden and sleep in the afternoon. When birds came into the garden and made noises, the monkey chased them away. He also chased away the flies which landed on the man’s face while he was sleeping. One hot summer afternoon, the old man was asleep in his chair. A fly came and sat on the end of his nose. The monkey was sitting at the old man’s side. He saw the fly and chased it away from his owner’s nose. Soon the fly came back and the monkey chased it, and this happened five or six times.

Now the monkey was angry. He stood up and said, ‘You won’t do that again!’ He jumped up, ran into the garden, and picked up a large stone. He ran back to the old man and saw the fly once again landing on the old man’s nose. This time the monkey didn’t chase the fly away; he hit it with the stone. He killed the fly. He also broke the man’s nose!

Aesop wanted to tell a simple story which people would enjoy. He also wanted to tell us that many of us act like the monkey. We do things quickly, without thinking. We act because we’re angry, and instead of doing good, we hurt people. Sometimes friends do more harm than enemies.

1. Who was Aesop?

2. What is a moral? What is a fable?

3. What did the monkey in the story do while the old man was sleeping?

4. What happened when the fly landed on the man’s nose?

5. Why did the monkey get angry?

6. What is the moral of the story?

> Writing

7. Can you think of a situation where you (or a person you know) have tried to help somebody and only succeeded in making matters worse? Describe what happened and why.

SKILL WORKSHEET 5

> Reading

The Crown Hotel

To find the most haunted house in England, you will have to go to the old Crown Hotel in Bildeston, Suffolk on the east coast. This hotel was built in the 15th century and people say it has been haunted since its early days. Today it is a hotel which is proud of its traditional architecture and its special history.

Many years ago, people say, a ghost visited the hotel and took up residence as a non-paying guest! But he is not the only one. Mediums* have visited the hotel and they all agree that ‘there is something strange about this 15th century inn.’ Nevertheless, they do say that in their opinion the ghosts here are ‘good ghosts’ who won’t bother anyone, and they have been here all their ‘lives’.

At night two children dressed in rags, a woman dressed in grey and an old man wander around the hotel. No one knows who they are. Guests at the hotel frequently report hearing children crying during the night, and some people have left as soon as possible because of ‘strange feelings’. But really there is nothing to be afraid of; there has never been a report of ghosts actually trying to frighten anyone at the Crown Hotel.

* A medium is a person who is able to make contact with the world of spirits.

1. Why is the Crown Hotel famous?

2. Where and when was the hotel built?

3. Who is the non-paying guest?

4. Who are the other ghosts of the Crown Hotel?

5. What do some guests report hearing at night?

6. Why is the word ‘lives’ (in the 2nd paragraph) in inverted commas?

7. Why do the mediums say there is nothing to be afraid of?

8. In your opinion, who are the ghosts and why are they there?

9. Do you know of any other houses that are said to be haunted?

> Writing

10. Do you believe in ghosts? Give your reasons.

SKILL WORKSHEET 6

> Reading

A Short History of the English Language

Why is English spelling so complicated? Why are there different ways to make a word plural? Why …? (Put in your own question.) Well, the simple answer is that English is not just one language, but many.

Two thousand years ago the native people of the British Isles spoke Celtic languages. These languages are still spoken in Scotland, Wales and Ireland. Between about 43 BC and 410 BC the Romans gradually conquered the Celts, and England and Wales became part of the Roman Empire. So Latin became the official language of government. Between the fourth and the seventh centuries AD, the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain. They came from the countries which are now northern Germany, Denmark and Holland and they occupied most of England, and parts of southern Scotland. The Anglo-Saxons spoke a Germanic language, which formed the base of what we now call English. However, the next invaders, the Vikings, modified this language during the eighth and eleventh centuries. These Scandinavian settlers spoke Old Norse, which is related to Anglo-Saxon, but with a number of variations.

Then in 1066 there was the famous invasion by William the Conqueror, who was a French-speaking Norman. So French became the official language of government. For the next three hundred years three languages co-existed. The aristocracy spoke French, the ordinary people spoke English, and the educated people and the church used Latin. Modern English is, then, a combination of these three languages.

Today English vocabulary is basically half Germanic (from the Saxons and the Vikings) and half Romance (from Latin and French), but while the grammar of the language is nowadays a lot simpler than it used to be, the vocabulary is constantly being extended. The British, in their turn, travelled to many continents and brought back with them many foreign words. And American English, which is broadcast all over the world, is made up of words from literally everywhere.

Here are some examples of ‘English’ words:

Old English: life and death, heaven and earth, love and hate.

Old Norse: they, their, them, birth, window, skirt.

French: boil, roast, veal, beef, pork, village.

Latin: index, item, memorandum, major.

Gaelic: whisky (Scotland), whiskey (Ireland).

1. But where do you think these words come from? Match the words with the languages in the box below.

Arabic
Aztec
Classical Greek (2)

Dutch (2)
Hindi (2)
Persian (2)

Portuguese
Spanish

Example: garage = French


1
algebra
7
kiosk


2
cigar
8
chocolate


3
yacht
9
theatre


4
boss
10
logic


5
pyjamas
11
tea


6
bungalow
12
marmalade

> Writing

2. In today’s world everyone needs to speak two languages, preferably three. Do you agree? Why/why not?

SKILL WORKSHEET 7

> Reading

Refugee Blues

By W. H. Auden

Say this city has ten million souls,

Some are living in mansions, and some are living in holes,

Yet there’s no place for us, my dear, yet there’s no place for us.

Once we had a country and we thought it fair,

Look in the atlas and you’ll find it there:

We cannot go there now, my dear, we cannot go there now.

In the village churchyard there grows an old yew,

Every spring it blossoms anew:

Old passports cannot do that, my dear, old passports cannot do that.

The consul banged the table and said:

‘If you’ve got no passport you’re officially dead’:

But we are still alive, my dear, but we are still alive.

Went to a committee; they offered me a chair;

Asked me politely to return next year:

But where shall we go to today, my dear, but where shall we go today?

Came to a public meeting; the speaker got up and said:

‘If we let them in, they will steal our daily bread’;

He was talking of you and me, my dear, he was talking of you and me.

1. What is the difference between a refugee and an emigrant?

2. The author of this poem, W. H. Auden, lived in Germany during the 1930s. How do you think this experience influenced this poem?

3. What are the two meanings of the word ‘fair’ in this line?

Once we had a country and we thought it fair,

4. A yew tree in Castilian is un tejo. In days gone by yew trees were the source of wood for bows and arrows. If a village was being attacked the local people could always go to the churchyard to cut wood for their weapons. And, according to ancient law, the authorities cannot take anybody into custody if they take refuge in a church. So why do you think the poet made the connection between the yew tree in the churchyard and passports?

5. What did the speaker at the public meeting say and why? What is your opinion?

> Writing

6. Write your opinion about the following statement.

The low birth rate in Europe means that we need a high level of immigration. Immigration not only provides people for the workforce, but also enriches the culture of any country.

SKILL WORKSHEET 8

> Reading

A Short History of Pop Music

During the 15th and 16th centuries Europeans discovered how to cross the Atlantic to the coast of America and how to get to the west coast of Africa by sea.

These discoveries were the start of what became the slave trade. Ships leaving the ports of Liverpool or Bristol in England would sail to the west coast of Africa and take on a cargo of slaves; they would then transport the slaves to the Caribbean and the southern states of North America, where the slaves were sold to plantation owners. The ships then loaded up with cotton, sugar and tobacco and sailed back to Liverpool or Bristol. This was known as the ‘triangular voyage’.

So what has this to do with pop music? Well, it is an ironic coincidence that the music of The Beatles, and what was known in the 1960s as the ‘Mersey beat’, evolved out of black slave music. The slaves living on southern state plantations in America adopted Christianity and created songs which are known as ‘spirituals’: mixing the words of Christian hymns to the sounds of their native music. This music had a very strong influence on the development of jazz in New Orleans, and what we know as R & B – Rhythm and Blues.

New Orleans at the beginning of the 20th century was a melting pot of musical influences – African, Spanish, French and Baptist. The new sound was called jazz. This in turn led to more experimentation in music and by the 1950s a completely new sound was emerging in the area of Memphis, Tennessee. Elvis Presley started singing in 1955 for Sun Records, a recording company which had been looking for a ‘black sound inside a white American boy’. (Presley was, in fact, half Indian). In 1956 Elvis Presley released Heartbreak Hotel and the rock ‘n’ roll era had begun.

The music the four teenagers – John, Paul, George and Ringo – heard in the coffee bars in Liverpool during the 1950s was this new rock ‘n’ roll – the heavy beat rhythms of Little Richard, Chuck Berry and the mad piano playing of Jerry Lee Lewis. They took this music, and with the help of expert record production, turned it into the most vital art form of the last decades of the 20th century.

It is interesting to note that The Beatles themselves became very involved in the spirituality of Indian culture; its musical influence is evident in many of their songs. Pop music these days is a blend of many cultures, and it is still evolving. You just have to listen to the latest version of Tubular Bells to realise that.

> Writing

1. In your own words, describe how the invention and improvements of the radio and the phonograph (record player) in the 20th century have influenced what we call Pop Music.

2. How do you think modern technology will influence developments in music in the future?

REVIEW TEXT 1

> Reading

1. Read the text and then answer the questions. It’s an extract from the novel The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger.

It started, all right. ‘What’s the matter with you, boy?’ old Spencer said. He said it pretty tough, too, for him. ‘How many subjects did you carry this term?

‘Five, sir.’

‘Five. And how many are you failing in?’

‘Four.’ I moved my ass a little bit on the bed. It was the hardest bed I ever sat on. ‘I passed English all right,’ I said, ‘because I had all that Beowulf and Lord Randal My Son stuff when I was at the Whooton School. I mean I didn’t have to do any work in English at all hardly, except write compositions once in a while.’

He wasn’t even listening. He hardly ever listened to you when you said something.

‘I flunked you in History simply because you knew absolutely nothing.’

‘I know that, sir. Boy, I know it. You couldn’t help it.’

‘Absolutely nothing,’ he said over again. That’s something that drives me crazy. When people say something twice that way, after you admit it the first time. Then he said it three times. ‘But absolutely nothing. I doubt very much if you opened your textbook even once the whole term. Did you? Tell the truth, boy.’
2. Answer these questions in your own words.


1
Who are the two people in the text and what is their relationship?


2
What are they talking about?


3
How is the boy feeling?


4
What did the boy have to do to pass English?


5
What makes the boy angry? 

3. Indicate whether the following statements are true or false. Justify your answers.


1
The boy has taken five subjects this term.


2
The boy is studying at Whooton School.


3
Mr Spencer teaches History.


4
Mr Spencer listens attentively to what the boy is saying.


5
Mr Spencer thinks that the boy hasn’t studied much this term.

4. Find words or phrases in the text with these meanings.


1
What’s your problem? 



2
failed 



3
mad 



4
a school period (usually three months) 




5
say something which is not a lie



5. Write the questions for these answers.


1
No one passed the exam.



Who passed the exam?



2
We travelled to New York in 2001.


3
Cristina invited Jorge for a drink.


4
She’s going to Norway by plane.


5
They met at a birthday party.

6. Complete the sentences with the past simple and past continuous of the verbs in brackets.


1
I was going out (go out) for lunch when the telephone ____________ (ring).


2
When they ____________ (hear) the news, they immediately ____________ (phone) their friends.


3
As she ____________ (walk) through the park she ____________ (see) some people dancing.


4
What ____________ you ____________ (do) when the fire ____________ (break out)?


5
When I ____________ (get) home yesterday my sister ____________ (play) the piano while my mother ____________ (read) the newspaper.

7. Choose the best answer.


1
They haven’t been to the cinema for a long time.



a
didn’t go



b
haven’t gone



c
haven’t been


2
When ___________ you last see Pilar?



a
do



b
did



c
have


3
She ___________ her homework for the last three hours.



a
has been doing



b
has done



c
did


4
I haven’t seen an eagle ___________ I was in ‘Los Picos de Europa’.



a
for



b
till



c
since


5
Have you ___________ Japanese food?



a
ever tasted



b
ever tried



c
never eaten

8. Underline the abstract nouns in these sentences and write the corresponding adjectives.


1
She always wore beautiful clothes; they showed her elegance. Elegant


2
The twins were so alike that it was difficult to find any difference between them. 


3
Luckily, she recovered early from her serious illness. 


4
Politeness is always welcomed. 


5
His sadness made me cry. 

> Writing

9. Imagine a friend of yours has got a problem at school. Write him/her a letter giving him/her your opinion and your advice.

REVIEW TEXT 2

> Reading

1. Read the text and then answer the questions. It’s an extract from How to Be an Alien by George Mikes (1946).

Queuing is the national passion of an otherwise dispassionate race. The English are rather shy about it, and deny that they adore it.

On the Continent, if people are waiting at a bus-stop, they loiter around in a seemingly vague fashion. When the bus arrives they make a dash for it; most of them leave by the bus and a lucky minority is taken away by an elegant black ambulance car. An Englishman, even if he is alone, forms an orderly queue of one.

At week-ends an Englishman queues up at the bus-stop, travels out to Richmond, queues up for a boat, then queues up for tea, then queues just for the sake of the fun of it, then queues up at the bus-stop and has the time of his life.

Many English families spend lovely evenings at home just queuing up for a few hours, and the parents are very sad when the children leave them and queue up to go to bed.
2. Indicate whether the following statements are true or false. Justify your answers.


1
English people don’t mind saying that they like queuing.


2
Most people on the Continent queue while waiting for the bus.


3
When the bus comes, people on the Continent run to catch it.


4
English people queue up to eat and drink.


5
Many English families queue at home to have a nice time.

3. Answer these questions in your own words.


1
According to the text, what do English people enjoy doing?


2
Do English people behave in the same way as Continental people? If not, how are they different?


3
What does an English person queue up for?

4. Find words or phrases in the text with these meanings.


1
standing in line 



2
not (to) accept 



3
break into a sudden, quick run




4
on one’s own 



5
go away 


5. Choose the most suitable answer to complete the sentences.


1
Next year I am going to eat more vegetables to feel better.



a
will



b
am going to



c
will be going to


2
At this time next week I __________ in the hotel swimming pool.



a
will swim



b
am going to swim



c
will be swimming


3
A famous architect __________ build her new house.



a
is going to



b
will



c
will be going to


4
If we don’t stop polluting the atmosphere, it __________ be too late.



a
will



b
is going to



c
will be going to


5
I __________ listen to my new CD as soon as I finish my homework.



a
will



b
am going to



c
will be going to

6. Complete these conditional sentences with the verbs in brackets.


1
If the hare had won (win) the race, there ____________ (be) another moral to the story.


2
Unless you ____________ (call) me at home, I ____________ (give) you his mobile number.


3
If I ____________ (be) you, I ____________ (tell) them the whole story.


4
What ____________ you ____________ (do) if you ____________ (win) 160,000 euros?


5
I’m afraid his parents ____________ (buy) him a new mobile phone unless he
____________ (pass) all his subjects this year.

7. Change these sentences into the passive voice. Wherever possible, write two alternatives.


1
They gave her a present for her birthday.



She was given a present for her birthday. 

Or: A present was given to her for her 

birthday.



2
We’ve sent Penny a lovely bunch of flowers.


3
Are these people speaking Spanglish?


4
His friends lent him some money when he needed it.


5
Spanglish contains many words of English origin.

> Writing

8. Write about a memorable personal experience (for example, when you first went to a new school, when you visited a city/museum, when you read a book, when you met somebody, etc.).

REVIEW TEXT 3

> Reading

1. Read the text and then answer the questions.

Australia: The multicultural society

The history and development of Australia, the world’s smallest continent and largest island, have been greatly influenced by its remoteness from both Britain and the Western world, as well as by its own vast interior distances. Since the first European settlements in Botany Bay over two hundred years ago, Australia has grown into a multicultural society where nearly 90 percent of the population consists of urban dwellers. Geographically a part of Asia, politically a part of the British Commonwealth, and culturally a diverse mix of traditions from around the world, Australia is still finding and shaping its identity.

Of Australia’s population of 18.5 million, 40 percent are first or second generation migrants, mostly from Europe, New Zealand, and Asia. Melbourne is the world’s third largest Greek city after Athens and Thessaloniki, and has large Turkish, Chinese, Italian, Macedonian, and Vietnamese communities as well. While much of the aboriginal population of Australia lives in the north, the Koorie are enjoying a renaissance of culture in the south. 

A vibrant centre for the arts, Melbourne is known for its festivals, theatre, music, cinema, and visual arts, all of which are shaped by its multicultural influences.

From ‘Australia. The multicultural society – SIT Study Abroad’

2. Indicate whether the following statements are true or false. Justify your answers.


1
Australia is one of the largest islands in the world.


2
Australia’s history has been influenced by its geographical situation.


3
European people arrived in Australia in 1500.


4
Almost 90 percent of the population in Australia live in cities.


5
Aborigines live in the north of Australia.

3. Answer these questions in your own words.


1
Why is Australia a multicultural society?


2
Where did the first Europeans settle?


3
What’s the relationship between Australia and Britain?


4
What’s the relationship between Melbourne and Greece?


5
Who are the Koorie?

4. Find words or phrases in the text with these meanings.


1
wide separation


2
huge


3
settlers


4
native Australian people


5
rebirth

5. Rewrite these sentences in reported speech.


1
‘I’ll be phoning you tomorrow,’ the girl said.



The girl said she’d be phoning me the 




following day.



2
‘Don’t open the fridge unless you ask my permission,’ the mother said to the boy.


3
‘What did you do yesterday?’, my friend asked.


4
‘We’re moving to a new flat next week,’ the couple said.


5
The teacher asked, ‘Have you finished your exercises?’

6. Combine the two sentences, omitting the relative pronoun wherever possible and making any necessary changes.


1
A doctor came by. We didn’t know him.



We didn’t know the doctor who/that 

came by.



2
Australia is a country. The Olympic Games were held in Australia in the year 2000.


3
Cathy Freeman was an aborigine athlete. She lit the Olympic flame in Sydney.


4
Mayka is a Spanish woman. Her husband is Egyptian.


5
Iván is a boy. I go out with Iván.

7. Complete these sentences with the appropriate form of the words given.


1
This coffee is too hot for me to drink

(hot/drink).


2
A famous painting 




(steal/museum).


3
There are laws against 




(discriminate/Europe).


4
You 




(not smoke/class).


5
It’s very sunny; I don’t think it 




(rain/today).

> Writing

8. Write a summary of the text about Australia. Remember to include the most important points and order them according to importance.

